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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
Other important issues affecting EMS-C, including many of the concerns endemic to the entire health care sector in this country, remain unad-dressed by this committee. For example, a systematic assessment of benefits and costs of EMS-C is needed, but serious conceptual and practical questions remain unanswered. Matters of health care reform, access to primary care, and pressures on emergency care facilities and providers are of considerable significance for EMS-C but lie beyond the scope of this committee's charge. Nevertheless, these issues form the backdrop against which the committee's recommendations will have to be played out and should not be overlooked.
Issues of Benefits and Costs
In an era of severe budget constraints at the national, state, county, and municipality levels, the difficulties of paying for programs such as EMS and EMS-C loom large. If such groups are to be persuaded to find the necessary funds, estimates of the costs of programs and the benefits expected from them ought to be generated. The current dearth of information about the benefits, in terms of health outcomes, of EMS-C programs per se clearly hinders the development of quantitative estimates of cost-benefit or cost-effectiveness ratios.
Costs and financing issues rank in significance with patient outcomes and benefits. Neither the public nor the private sector can be expected to handle the burden of rising costs alone. Hence, a partnership between the public and private sectors (such as the agency-plus-advisory-council structure recommended by the committee) will be required. The committee believes that national and state advisory councils may well want to place cost issues high on their respective agendas—especially because reallocations of health sector dollars among competing needs may be likely in the near term.
A Changing Health Care Environment
The health care system within which EMS-C exists faces significant questions regarding its future shape and structure. Although EMS-C concerns are not likely to determine the answers to these questions, EMS-C will certainly be affected in important ways by the decisions that are made.
Health Care Reform
The growing move toward health care reform will generate intense debates about rising rates of expenditures and inadequate access to health care for millions. Significant reform efforts will require painful choices fore typically rocky road of implementation, some details and desirable (or not so desirable) aspects will emerge only as the program progresses. Thus, the recommended dollar figures above might well be revised, either upward or downward, over the proposed five-year funding period. Although to some these recommendations may seem costly in the face of stringent budget constraints at the federal and state levels, clearly in absolute terms this level of spending is not excessive for the goals set forth.opportunity fortus (physical mobility and functioning, social and role Linctioning, and emotional and mental well-being).
